BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING MINUTES

GILA COUNTY, ARIZONA
Date: September 16, 2025
STEPHEN CHRISTENSEN CHARLOTTE ASRARYNEZAMI
Chairman Clerk of the Board
WOODY CLINE By: Maria Cook
Vice-Chairman Senior Deputy Clerk of the Board
TIM R. HUMPHREY Gila County Courthouse
Member Globe, Arizona

PRESENT: Stephen Christensen, Chairman; Woody Cline, Vice-Chairman; and Tim R.
Humphrey, Member.

STAFF PRESENT: James Menlove, County Manager; Michael O’Driscoll, Deputy County
Manager; Joe Albo, Deputy County Attorney—Senior Civil; Charlotte Asrarynezami, Clerk of the
Board; and Maria Cook, Senior Deputy Clerk.

Item 1 - CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - INVOCATION

The Board of Supervisors met in a Regular Meeting at 10:00 a.m. on this date in the Board of
Supervisors’ hearing room. Lorri Mills led the Pledge of Allegiance, and Nick Montague
delivered the invocation.

Item 2 - PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Information/Discussion/Action to consider a liquor license application (Order No. LL-
25-06) submitted by Andrea Dahlman Lewkowitz for a Series 10 Beer and Wine Store
license to be used at the Pine Stop Service Station at 3597 N. Hwy 87, Pine, AZ 85544; and
issue a recommendation to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses and Control
whether the license should be granted.

Charlotte Asrarynezami, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, briefed the Board on the internal
review process for liquor license applications. The Gila County Sheriff’s Office posted the
required notices at the business address listed on the liquor license application for the mandatory
20 days, including notice of today’s meeting. The Planning and Zoning Division and Public
Health Division reported that Pine Stop Service Station is in the early stages of their permitting
process; however, they reported no concerns within their areas of responsibility. The Treasurer
confirmed that the applicant is current on property tax payments for property in Gila County. Ms.
Asrarynezami received no written objections regarding Ms. Lewkowitz’s application, and she
recommended proceeding with the public hearing.
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Chairman Christensen opened the public hearing, with no comments from the public. He then
closed the public hearing and asked for a motion from the Board.

Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board
unanimously recommended that the Department of Liquor License and Control approve the
liquor license application submitted by Andrea Dahlman Lewkowitz for the Pine Stop Service
Station, as presented.

ITEM 3 - REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS:

A. Information/Discussion/Action to assign delegation for floodplain administration to the
Floodplain Administrator, Jeffery Despain, to take on floodplain administration duties and
responsibilities in accordance with his position of Floodplain Administrator with Gila
County.

Chairman Christensen read aloud the agenda item and asked the Board for a motion.

Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Cline, seconded by Supervisor Humphrey, the Board
unanimously recessed as the Gila County Board of Supervisors and convened as the Gila County
Flood Control District Board of Directors.

Troy White, Gila County Interim Public Works Department Director, and Alex Kendrick,
Assistant County Engineer, appeared before the Board to present this item. Mr. White explained,
“Since the County’s previous Floodplain Administrator retired and Mr. Kendrick was qualified
to fill the position, he was appointed temporarily by the Board on July 2, 2024. Jeffrey Despain,
whom Gila County hired for the position of Floodplain Administrator on March 3, 2025, has
completed his six-month probation. Mr. Despain, a graduate of Northern Arizona University, has
31 years of experience in the field of water resources. He is a licensed professional engineer and
a certified floodplain manager. His experience working for four private engineering firms has
had a focus on drainage engineering, and he has designed many projects in Arizona, including
ones in Gila County.” Mr. White asked if the Board had any questions for him or Mr. Despain.

Vice-Chairman Cline said, “Gila County faces significant floodplain issues. My goal is to work
on solving those problems. Given your background and experience, I appreciate you being here
to oversee this large project.” He inquired if the budget for this role was already included in the
General Fund. Mr. Menlove, Gila County Manager, clarified that the Floodplain Control District
does not impose a tax. Instead, the salary for Mr. Despain’s position is covered by the General
Fund and is included in the budget.

Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board

unanimously approved assigning the delegation for floodplain administration to the Floodplain
Administrator, Jeffrey Despain.
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B. Information/Discussion/Action to authorize the submission of state fiscal year 2026
State Grants-In-Aid Application by the Gila County Library District to the Arizona State
Library, Archives and Public Records, Library Development Division; and subsequent
acceptance of a grant award to Gila County in the amount of $25,000 for the period July 1,
2025, to June 30, 2026.

Chairman Christensen read aloud the agenda item and asked the Board for a motion.

Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Cline, seconded by Supervisor Humphrey, the Board
unanimously adjourned as the Gila County Flood Control District Board of Directors and
convened as the Gila County Library District Board of Directors.

Elaine Votruba, Gila County Librarian, stated that this is an annual grant of which the Library
District applies. The State Grants-in-Aid (SGIA) helps pay for supplies that the libraries’ regular
budget does not cover. This grant money is to be used for programming, supplies, equipment,
training, and materials. Ms. Votruba said, “Of the $25,000, each library receives $2,250. The
Library District retains $7,000 to spend on behalf of the libraries.”

Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board
unanimously authorized the submission of the state fiscal year 2026 SGIA Application by the
Gila County Library District to the Arizona State Library and subsequent acceptance of a grant
award to Gila County in the amount of $25,000, as presented.

Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Cline, seconded by Supervisor Humphrey, the Board
unanimously adjourned as the Gila County Library District Board of Directors and reconvened
as the Board of Supervisors.

C. Information/Discussion/Action to ratify the Board of Supervisors’ approval for the
submission of a Grant Application to Arizona Public Service (APS) Corporate Giving in
the amount of $5,000 on behalf of Pleasant Valley Veterans Retreat, Inc. (PVVR); accept
the award of $5,000 from APS Corporate Giving; and approve Economic Development
Agreement No. 2026-00000065 in the amount of $5,000 between Gila County and PVVR, all
of which the Board has determined to be for the benefit of the public.

Representing PVVR, Cathy Melvin, Executive Assistant to Vice-Chairman Cline, was present
and stated, “This is the third year PVVR has received funds from APS to assist in their fundraiser
event. Since PVVR is a new non-profit, it can’t secure funding directly; however, by April 2026,
it will have met the requirements and can apply on its own. This funding isn’t part of the General
Fund; it’s specifically set aside for PVVR’s gala on October 4, 2025, to cover the cost of hiring
an audio/visual company for setting up screens and a sound system for the presentations.”

Supervisor Humphrey stated that the PVVR retreat center is only accessible to members of the

public who are veterans or have family members who are veterans. Ms. Melvin confirmed that
his statement was accurate.
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Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board
unanimously approved the submission of a Grant Application to APS Corporate Giving on
behalf of PVVR; accepted the award of $5,000 from APS Corporate Giving; and approved
Economic Development Agreement No. 2026-00000065 in the amount of $5,000 between Gila
County and PVVR.

D. Information/Discussion/Action to acknowledge the Arizona Auditor General's
Engagement Letter and Audit Request List (ARL) for Fiscal Year Ended 6/30/2025 and
ratify the Board of Supervisors' approval for Maryn Belling, Gila County Chief Fiscal
Officer, to sign both documents.

Maryn Belling, Gila County Finance Department Director, said, “Annually, we sign off on these
documents. The Gila County Attorney’s Office suggested that the Board formally acknowledge
this, so you’re aware of the information we provide to the Auditor General’s Office.”

Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Cline, seconded by Supervisor Humphrey, the Board
unanimously acknowledged the Arizona Auditor General's Engagement Letter and Audit
Request List, as presented, and ratified its approval for Maryn Belling, Gila County Chief Fiscal
Officer, to sign both documents.

E. Information/Discussion/Action to review all bids submitted for Invitation for Bids No.
03182025 - Purchase of Two New Class 8 10-Wheeler Water Trucks; award a contract to the
lowest, most responsive, responsible, and qualified bidder; and authorize the Chairman's
signature on the award contract.

Mr. White and David LaForge, General Services Manager for Gila County, presented this item.
Mr. White explained, “The purpose is to purchase two new Class 8 10-wheeler water trucks for
the County’s Roads Department. We recommend a contract with RWC International Inc. for a
total of $387,458.50, as they were the lowest bidder among the eight bids received. Three bids
were deemed non-responsive. The new trucks will replace two old ones that are over 25 years
old. One of the older trucks will go to the Russel Gulch Landfill to replace a water truck that was
declared a total loss in 2022, and the other will be sold at auction.”

Supervisor Humphrey asked if the new trucks would come with new tanks or if the Roads
Division would need to remove the tanks from the old trucks. Mr. LaForge replied that the new
trucks will arrive fully equipped and ready to operate.

Vice-Chairman Cline inquired if there was any reason to keep the other older truck. Mr. White
responded that it's not necessary to keep it. Mr. LaForge added that they've salvaged many of the
good parts from the truck to be auctioned and used them on a truck they will be keeping.

Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board
unanimously awarded a contract to RWC International, LLC, the lowest, most responsive,
responsible, and qualified bidder, in the amount of $387,458.50 in response to Invitation for Bids
No. 03182025, as presented.
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F. Information/Discussion/Action to approve Modification No. 003 to Road Project
Agreement No. 22-R0O-11031200-184 with USDA, Forest Service, Tonto National Forest,
which updates administrative contacts and extends the term of the Agreement from
September 30, 2025, to March 1, 2026.

Mr. Kendrick commented, “When I came before you six months ago with a request to extend the
deadline, we almost immediately had representatives from the USDA (United States Department
of Agriculture), Forest Service request another modification to the agreement for an extension.
At that time, we decided to have a meeting with Supervisor Cline and the Forest Service to
determine why there were so many delays. We identified a breakdown in communication
between the company contracted by the County and the Forest Service. Now, March 15¢(2026) is
the drop-dead date. Ideally, they will have everything done by the end of this calendar year. In
addition to that, we had another delay because we got the SMART (Strengthening Mobility and
Revolutionizing Transportation) grant to bring our designs from 60% to 100%. We will be
bringing that to you at the next Regular Meeting. There was a delay as ADOT (Arizona
Department of Transportation) came on board to try to figure out where their EA (Environmental
Assessment) was with respect to the Forest Service’s EA...This entire contract is to extend the
agreement with the Forest Service and finish the EA for the 512 Road by the end of February
2026.”

Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Cline, seconded by Supervisor Humphrey, the Board
unanimously approved Modification No. 003 to Road Project Agreement No. 22-RO-11031200-
184 with USDA, Forest Service, as presented.

G. Information/Discussion/Action to approve the sale of Assessor's tax parcel number 205-
29-004S to Gila County for $1 to be used for a public purpose related to transportation
pursuant to A.R.S. § 42-18303 (E); authorize the removal of this parcel from the online
auction list; and authorize the Chairman's signature on the related Quit Claim Deed.

Chairman Christensen, with input from Joe Albo, Gila County Senior Civil Deputy Attorney,
asked for a motion to table the item.

Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board
unanimously tabled this item to allow Mr. Albot to conduct some research regarding selling state
tax-deeded land.

Chairman Christensen asked the other Board members if there were any Consent Agenda items
they wanted moved to the Regular Agenda for discussion. Neither of the Supervisors wanted any
items moved from the Consent Agenda, so Chairman Christensen asked the Board for a motion
on this item.

ITEM 4 - CONSENT AGENDA ACTION ITEMS: (Any matter on the Consent Agenda

will be removed from the Consent Agenda and discussed and voted upon as a regular
agenda item upon the request of any member of the Board of Supervisors.)
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A. Approval of FY 2026 Victims' Rights Program Award Agreement No. AG No. 2026-004
between the Gila County Attorney's Office and the Arizona Attorney General's Office in
the amount of $26,000 to cover the existing salary and employee-related expenses for a full-
time advocate for the period July 1, 2025, to June 30, 2026.

B. Approval of Extension of Intergovernmental Agreement Restoration to Competency
Services with Yavapai County, extending the term for one final one-year term from July 1,
2025, through June 30, 2026.

C. Approval of the monthly reports submitted by the Human Resources Department for
August 2025.

AUGUST 05, 2025

DEPARTURES:

1. Darrin Becker — Public Works — Recycling and Landfill Operations Supervisor — 07/31/25 —
Recycling and Landfill Management Fund — DOH 10/09/23

2. Kimberley O’Rourke — Probation — Juvenile Detention Officer — 07/31/25 — General Fund —
DOH 02/12/18

3. Braedon Mondragon — Probation — Surveillance Officer — 08/09/25 — Various Funds — DOH
09/23/24

4. Malinda Benedetto — Public Health and Community Services — HIV Program Coordinator —
08/22/25 — HIV Consortium Fund — DOH 05/14/07

NEW HIRES:

5. Hayden Hanon — Public Works — Road Maintenance and Landfill Equipment Operator —
08/11/25 — Public Works Fund — Replacing Jeff Taylor

6. Shayleigh Price — Assessor’s Office — CAMA Program Administrator — 08/25/25 — General
Fund — Replacing Matthew Norcross

7. Courtney Hunter — Clerk of the Superior Court — Part-Time Court Clerk — 08/11/25 —
General Fund — Replacing Sandra Richardson

8. Jessica Aguiar — Public Works — Scalehouse Attendant — 08/11/25 — Recycling and Landfill
Management Fund — Replacing Angelica Lopez

TEMPORARY HIRES TO COUNTY SERVICES:

9. Alexandria Florea — Public Health and Community Services — Temporary Community Health
Specialist — 08/25/25 — Cesspool Replacement Fund

END PROBATIONARY PERIOD:

10. Lilli Pangallo — Assessor’s Office — Assessor’s Aid —07/27/25 — General Fund

11. Adriana Riley — Clerk of the Superior Court — Court Clerk — 07/29/25 — General Fund

12. Brynna Standage — Sheriff’s Office — 911 Dispatcher — 06/17/25 — General Fund

13. Isabella Alpizar Parra — Sheriff’s Office — 911 Dispatcher — 07/29/25 — General Fund

DEPARTMENTAL TRANSFERS:

14. Onalysia Talamantes — Sheriff’s Office — From Human Resources Liaison — To 911

Dispatcher — 08/25/25 — General Fund — Replacing Xochitl Blanco
OTHER ACTIONS:
15. Thoreina Hensley — Sheriff’s Office — Deputy Sheriff Sergeant — 08/02/25 — General Fund —
GCSO Step Program increase
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REQUEST TO POST:

16. Probation — Surveillance Officer — Vacated by Braedon Mondragon

17. Public Health and Community Services — HIV Program Coordinator — Vacated by Malinda
Benedetto

18. Public Works — Recycling and Landfill Operations Supervisor — Vacated by Darrin Becker

19. Probation — Juvenile Detention Officer — Vacated by Kimberley O’Rourke

20. Sheriff’s Office — Human Resources Liaison — Vacated by Onalysia Talamantes

AUGUST 12, 2025

DEPARTURES:
1. Sarah Barajas — Public Works — Summer Youth Participant — 08/01/25 — Public Works Fund
— DOH 06/02/25

2. Clinton Ulmer — Public Works — Road Maintenance and Landfill Equipment Operator —
08/02/25 — Recycling and Landfill Management Fund — DOH 06/30/25
NEW HIRES:
3. Patrick Tarango — Public Works — Road Maintenance and Landfill Equipment Operator —
08/11/25 — Public Works Fund — Replacing Zackery Andrade
4. Jesse Beland — Public Works — Vehicle and Equipment Operator — 08/25/25 — Fleet
Management Fund — Replacing Gentry Crother
5. Aleia Herkenhoff — Globe Justice Court — Justice Court Clerk — 08/26/25 — General Fund —
Replacing Sandra Cano
END PROBATIONARY PERIOD:
6. Daniel Farrens — Public Works — Road Maintenance and Landfill Equipment Operator —
08/10/25 — Public Works Fund
DEPARTMENTAL TRANSFERS:
7. Nicole Archibald — Public Health and Community Services — From Health Programs
Manager — To Community Services Manager — 08/11/25 — From Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program Education Fund — To Housing Fund — Replacing Carmen Miranda Mora
8. Rebeca Baeza — Globe Justice Court — From Justice Court Clerk Lead — To Justice Court
Operations Manager — 08/11/25 — General Fund — Replacing Mary Navarro
9. Griselda Ruiz — Globe Justice Court — From Justice Court Clerk Senior — To Justice Court
Clerk Lead — 08/11/25 — General Fund — Replacing Rebeca Baeza
10. Cecilia Aguilar — Globe Justice Court — From Justice Court Clerk — To Justice Court Clerk
Senior — 08/11/25 — General Fund — Replacing Griselda Ruiz

OTHER ACTIONS:

11. Andrew Bradford — Sheriff’s Office — Detention Officer — 08/15/25 — General Fund —
GCSO Step Program increase

12. Brandi Kriley — Sheriff’s Office — Detention Officer Sergeant — 08/12/25 — General Fund —
GCSO Step Program increase

13. Michael Golden — Public Works — Temporary Engineering Technician — 08/04/25 — Public
Works Fund — Increase from 19 to 24 hours per week

REQUEST TO POST:

14. Sheriff’s Office — Crime Scene Specialist

15. Public Works — Road Maintenance and Landfill Equipment Operator — Vacated by Clinton

Ulmer
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AUGUST 19, 2025
DEPARTURES:
1. Michael Johnson — Sheriff’s Office — Chief Deputy — 08/30/25 — General Fund — DOH
09/10/90
2. Christopher Schaeffer — Public Works — Road Maintenance and Landfill Equipment Operator
—07/30/25 — Public Works Fund — DOH 05/20/24
3. Claireissa Bell — Finance — Purchasing Agent — 08/13/25 — General Fund — DOH 06/30/25
NEW HIRES:
4. Cassidy Olsen — Sheriff’s Office — 911 Dispatcher — 08/25/25 — General Fund — Replacing
Heather Larimore
5. Andrea Rescola — Globe Justice Court — Justice Court Clerk — 08/25/25 — General Fund —
Replacing Cecilia Aguilar
6. Macie Hamblen — County Attorney’s Office — Deputy County Attorney — 08/25/25 — General
Fund — Replacing Ronald Washington
7. Felicia Ihrig — Human Resources — Human Resources Assistant Sr. — 08/25/25 — General
Fund — Replacing Valerie Taylor
TEMPORARY HIRES TO COUNTY SERVICES:
8. David Hall — Sheriff’s Office — Jail Physician’s Assistant — 08/25/25 — General Fund —
Replacing Rajan Das
END PROBATIONARY PERIOD:
9. Megan Giorsetti — County Attorney’s Office — Legal Secretary Sr. — 08/05/25 — General
Fund
DEPARTMENTAL TRANSFERS:
10. Stephanie Hunsaker — From Payson Justice Court — To Sheriff’s Office — From Justice
Court Clerk Sr. — To Civil Clerk — 08/25/25 — General Fund — Replacing Henry Thomason
11. Ian Iott — From Facilities and Land Management — To Public Works — From Building
Maintenance Technician Sr. — To Road Maintenance and Landfill Equipment Operator —
08/25/25 — From General Fund — To Recycling and Landfill Management Fund — Replacing
Theresa Gould
OTHER ACTIONS:
12. Nathan Hernandez — Sheriff’s Office — Detention Officer — 07/22/25 — General Fund —
GCSO Step Program increase
13. William Reynolds — Sheriff’s Office — Detention Officer — 08/18/25 — General Fund —
GCSO Step Program Increase
REQUEST TO POST:
14. Facilities and Land Management — Building Maintenance Technician Sr. — Vacated by lan
Iott
15. Public Works — Road Maintenance and Landfill Equipment Operator — Vacated by
Christopher Schaeffer

AUGUST 26, 2025

DEPARTURES:

1. Sidney Ruiz — Clerk of the Superior Court — Court Administrative Assistant — 08/26/25 —
General Fund — DOH 03/11/24
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2. Danielle Rocha — Clerk of the Superior Court — Court Clerk — 08/11/25 — General Fund —
DOH 01/02/19

3. Catalina Gonzales — Finance — Summer Youth Participant — 08/18/25 — General Fund — DOH
06/02/25

NEW HIRES:

4. Andrea Rescola — Clerk of the Superior Court — Courtroom Clerk Title IV-D — 08/25/25 —
General Fund — Replacing Angel Ortega

END PROBATIONARY PERIOD:

5. Talia Zamora — Sheriff’s Office — 911 Dispatcher — 08/26/25 — General Fund

OTHER ACTIONS:

6. Cody Thomason — Sheriff’s Office — Deputy Sheriff — 08/25/25 — General Fund — GCSO
Step Program increase

7. Quason Million — Sheriff’s Office — Deputy Sheriff — 08/28/25 — General Fund — GCSO Step
Program increase

8. Violeta Worthey — Sheriff’s Office — Detention Lieutenant — 08/25/25 — General Fund —
Temporary assignment pay

9. Cindy Roberts — Sheriff’s Office — Detention Lieutenant — 08/25/25 — General Fund —
Temporary assignment pay

10. Jared Osborn — Sheriff’s Office — Detention Lieutenant — 08/25/25 — General Fund —

Temporary assignment pay
11. Rebeca Baeza — Globe Justice Court — Justice Court Operations Manager - 08/11/25 —
General Fund — Salary adjustment for Judge Pro Tempore duties
REQUEST TO POST:
12. Public Health and Community Services — Public Health Programs Educator — Vacated by
Jolene Martinez
13. Treasurer’s Office — Accounting Analyst — Vacated by Koreen Tabor
14. Clerk of the Superior Court — Court Administrative Assistant — Vacated by Sidney Ruiz

D. Approval of the Board of Supervisors' January 24, 2023, August 29, 2023, September
26, 2023, November 7, 2023, August 5, 2025, August 18, 2025, August 26, 2025, and
September 2, 2025, Meeting Minutes.

Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board
unanimously approved Consent Agenda items 4A through 4D.

ITEM 5 - CALL TO THE PUBLIC: A call to the public is held for public benefit to allow
individuals to address the Board of Supervisors on any issue within the jurisdiction of the
Board of Supervisors. Board members may not discuss items that are not specifically
identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to Arizona Revised Statute § 38-431.01(I), at
the conclusion of an open call to the public, individual members of the Board of
Supervisors may respond to criticism made by those who have addressed the Board, may
ask staff to review a matter or may ask that a matter be put on a future agenda for further
discussion and decision at a future date.

There were no public comments.
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ITEM 6 - At any time during this meeting pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02(K), members of
the Board of Supervisors and the County Manager may present a brief summary of
current events. No action may be taken on the information presented.

The County Manager and each Supervisor provided a summary of current events.

With no further business to come before the Board of Supervisors, Chairman Christensen
adjourned the meeting at 10:44 a.m.

APPROVED:

Stephen Christensen, Chairman

ATTEST:

Charlotte Asrarynezami, Clerk of the Board
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