BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING MINUTES

GILA COUNTY, ARIZONA
Date: September 2, 2025
STEPHEN CHRISTENSEN CHARLOTTE ASRARYNEZAMI
Chairman Clerk of the Board
WOODY CLINE By: Charlotte Asrarynezami
Vice-Chairman Clerk of the Board
TIM R. HUMPHREY Gila County Courthouse
Member Globe, Arizona

PRESENT: Stephen Christensen, Chairman; Woody Cline, Vice-Chairman; and Tim R.
Humphrey, Member.

STAFF PRESENT: James Menlove, County Manager; Michael O’Driscoll, Deputy County
Manager; Joe Albo, Deputy County Attorney-Senior Civil; Charlotte Asrarynezami, Clerk of the
Board; and Maria Cook, Senior Deputy Clerk.

Item 1 - CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - INVOCATION

The Board of Supervisors met in a Regular Meeting at 10:00 a.m. on this date in the Board of
Supervisors’ hearing room. Terry Links led the Pledge of Allegiance, and Pastor Ardo of the
First Church of the Nazarene in Payson delivered the invocation.

Item 2 - REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS:

A. Information/Discussion/Action to approve Economic Development Agreement No.
2026-00000061 between Gila County and Rim Country Friends of Tonto Natural Bridge
State Park in the amount of $1,000 to assist with covering the cost of the Taste of the
Bridge fundraising event through a sponsorship, which the Board has determined to be for
the benefit of the public.

Andrew Strader, President of the Rim Country Regional Chamber of Commerce and President of
Rim Country Friends of Tonto Natural Bridge State Park, said that many years ago, the State of
Arizona decided to end funding for the park. At that time, there was a concerted effort to raise
over $30,000 to keep the park open. The park is a tourist attraction that generates over
$7,000,000 in revenue for the local economy and the County as well.
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Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board
unanimously approved Economic Development Agreement No. 2026-00000061 with Rim
Country Friends of Tonto Natural Bridge State Park, as presented, and which the Board has
determined to be for the benefit of the public.

B. Information/Discussion/Action to approve Economic Development Agreement No.
2026-00000039 between Gila County and Mogollon Valley Pit Program in the amount of
$9,845 to assist Mogollon Valley Pit Program with the purchase of tires for their 1984 CAT
950B Wheel Loader, which the Board has determined to be for the benefit of the public.

Frank Aspselagh, President of the Mogollon Valley Pit Program, stated that the program offers a
free public service to communities in Northern Gila County by accepting residential firewise
green waste that would otherwise be deposited in the Gila County Buckhead Mesa Landfill,
thereby directly benefiting the County. He provided a brief history of the different types of
equipment the program has used and the various problems they encountered with inadequate
equipment. A 1984 Wheel Loader was purchased and has been rebuilt piece by piece. Funding
for the tires will come from Supervisorial Districts 1 and 3 constituent funds.

Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Cline, seconded by Supervisor Humphrey, the Board
unanimously approved Economic Development Agreement No. 2026-00000039 with Mogollon
Valley Pit Program, as presented, and which the Board has determined to be for the benefit of the
public.

C. Information/Discussion/Action to approve Economic Development Agreement No.
2026-00000023 between Gila County and Miami Genesis in the amount of $4,500 for the
production of the Miami Fiesta 2025, which the Board has determined to be for the benefit
of the public.

Supervisor Humphrey stated that Miami Genesis and the Town of Miami do a great job
promoting events that happen in the Town, which attract people to our community.

Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board
unanimously approved Economic Development Agreement No. 2026-00000023 with Miami
Genesis, as presented, and which the Board has determined to be for the benefit of the public.

D. Information/Discussion/Action to authorize the Treasurer's Office to abate the taxes,
interest, and fees on 30 personal properties, and authorize the Chairman's signature on
each of the related Certificates of Clearance for removal of uncollectible personal property.
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Monica Wohlforth, Gila County Treasurer, stated there were 30 personal properties in need of
abatement; these properties are businesses abandoned in the County. She cited A.R.S. § 42-
18351(4): The cost of pursuing the statutory lien sale and collection procedures or the sale of
lands under article 7 of this chapter or the cost of the seizure and sale of personal property
pursuant to section 42-18401 would equal or exceed the revenue that could be derived.

Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Cline, seconded by Supervisor Humphrey, the Board
unanimously authorized the Treasurer's Office to abate the taxes, interest, and fees on 30

personal properties, and authorized the Chairman's signature on each of the related Certificates of
Clearance for removal of uncollectible personal property.

E. Information/Discussion/Action to accept an application from Pine Meadows Utilities,
LLC to renew its franchise with Gila County for an additional 25 years to continue
providing wastewater service to two small residential subdivisions in Star Valley, Arizona -
Houston Creek Landing and Pine Ridge; and set a public hearing date of Tuesday, October
7, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. at which time the Board will consider granting said franchise.

Charlotte Asrarynezami, Clerk of the Board, stated that on July 18, 2000, the Board of
Supervisors granted a 25-year franchise to Pine Meadow Utilities LLC to provide wastewater
service in the Star Valley area within the boundaries of:

e PROPOSED - Settle Inn at Pine Meadows Subdivision

e Houston Creek Landing Subdivision

¢ Pine Ridge Subdivision

e PROPOSED - Cline Ranch Subdivision

The franchise expired on July 18, 2025.

On August 20, 2025, the Clerk of the Board’s Department received an application from Whitney
Birk of Shapiro Law Firm on behalf of Jason Williamson, owner of Pine Meadows Utilities,
LLC, for the renewal of the franchise. The service area now includes only the Houston Creek
Landing and Pine Ridge areas. The $350 application fee was received. The application is
complete, and Ms. Asrarynezami requested that the Board of Supervisors accept the application
and set a public hearing date for October 7, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. Once accepted, the application
will be forwarded to the Public Works Department for review and the notice of public hearing
will be advertised in the Payson Roundup newspaper.

Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board

unanimously accepted an application from Pine Meadows Utilities, LLC to renew its franchise
with Gila County and set a public hearing date of Tuesday, October 7, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.
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F. Information/Discussion/Action to authorize the advertisement of Request for Proposals
No. 07232025 - Demolition of Metal Storage Building at Russell Gulch Landfill.

Joseph Dickison, Facilities and Land Management Department Director, provided the following
information found in the staff report for this item.

A complete solicitation package has been prepared for RFP (Request for Proposals) No.
07232025 to seek competitive sealed proposals from qualified registered contractors to furnish
all labor, equipment, supervision, materials, insurance, permits, engineering, surveys, and
services to:
o Completely demolish a large steel-framed building including:
o Roof and wall panels
o Mezzanines and internal/external structures
e Demolish and remove all outbuildings, sheds, awnings, overhangs
e Excavate and remove:
o All concrete foundations, footers, slabs, pads, curbs (above and below grade)
o All sewer manholes
o All underground tanks and related parts
o Safely disconnect and cap all site utilities:
o Electric, sewer, water, gas, data/fiber
o Protect existing methane monitoring well in coordination with County
e Salvage and recycle metal and other reusable materials (documentation required)

The materials will not be deposited in the Russell Gulch Landfill; the company will use a landfill
outside of the County.

Supervisor Humphrey believed that the demolition of this building was scheduled to happen
during the expansion of the Landfill’s Cell 3A.

Vice-Chairman Cline inquired whether the red iron frame from this building could be salvaged
or recycled, and Mr. Dickison responded that he believed it could be reused but it would need to
be inspected by an engineer.

The Board and Mr. Dickison discussed the structural integrity of the frame, its storage location,
and whether it could be auctioned.

James Menlove, County Manager, recommended delaying this item due to the change in the

scope of work. He believed the reason the building wasn’t demolished earlier was that it still
contained old records from the Gila General Hospital.
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Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Cline, seconded by Supervisor Humphrey, the Board
unanimously tabled item 2F.

G. Information/Discussion/Action to authorize advertisement of Request for
Qualifications No. 08142025 - Pinal Creek Waterway Cesspool Project - Soil Evaluations,
Designs, & Installation Services.

Joshua Beck, Public Health and Community Services Department Director, partnered with the
Community Development and the Finance Department to create a scope of work for the Request
for Qualifications. The aim is to compile a list of all contractors and engineers to provide them
with a scope of work, solicit bids, and award the contract to the lowest and most responsible
bidder, which will speed up the process.

Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board
unanimously authorized the advertisement of Request for Qualifications No. 08142025.

H. Information/Discussion/Action to approve Amendment No. 1 to the Master Services
Agreement with Amergis Healthcare Staffing, Inc. for jail nursing staff, increasing the
contract amount to $120,000 for the February 21, 2025, through February 23, 2026, term.

Raymond Fulton, Gila County Sheriff’s Office Jail Commander, stated that nurses are in high
demand. Last year, the Sheriff’s Office lost the Director of Nursing and is currently working to
fill that position. The Gila County Jail is required to have a minimum staffing of four nurses; the
jail has lost one nurse, so it now has three. This contract with Amergis Healthcare Staffing, Inc.
will fill that gap.

Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Cline, seconded by Supervisor Humphrey, the Board
unanimously approved Amendment No. 1 to the Master Services Agreement with Amergis
Healthcare Staffing, Inc., as presented.

I. Information/Discussion/Action to review all bids submitted for Invitation for Bids No.
02242025 - Gibson Ranch Road Roadway Improvement Project and award a contract to the
lowest responsive and responsible bidder, Cactus Transport II, LLLC dba Cactus Asphalt,
for a contract amount of $979,472.60 plus a ten percent owner contingency of $97,947.26,
for a total amount of $1,077,419.86.

Thomas Goodman, Gila County Engineer, advised that Gibson Ranch Road, also known as
Forest Service Road 412, is a chip-sealed, two-lane rural roadway in Gila County, Arizona,
extending approximately 2.5 miles within the Tonto National Forest near Round Valley. He
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stated, “This road is in poor condition, so it is a top priority.” Mr. Goodman noted that five bids
were submitted in response to Invitation for Bids No. 02242025, with Cactus Transport II, LLC
dba Cactus Asphalt, submitting the lowest, qualified bid.

Supervisor Humphrey mentioned that Cactus Transport II, LLC dba Cactus Asphalt is the
company hired by the County for the Gisela Road project, which he described as “horrible.” He
went on to list the issues that occurred. Supervisor Humphrey stated, “The road is one way in;
one way out. Lots of cars were damaged. Our crew just chip-sealed that road. Now we are
seeking funds to pave the road we chip-sealed.” He also said he would vote against awarding a
contract to Cactus Transport II, LLC dba Cactus Asphalt.

Vice-Chairman Cline asked Mr. Goodman for the name of the second lowest bidder, to which
Mr. Goodman replied, “It was Action Direct for $1,338,469.” Vice-Chairman Cline inquired
whether Gila County had previously worked with Action Direct. Alex Kendrick, Assistant Gila
County Engineer, responded that Action Direct does business as Red Point and that the County
contracted with Red Point to do the Russell Gulch project. Vice-Chairman Cline stated, “I can’t
argue with Mr. Humphrey on this one.” He added that, “in good faith,” the Board should award a
contract to Action Direct dba Red Point. Chairman Christensen said, “They (Cactus Asphalt)
made a mess out of Gisela Road and tried to fix it. I agree with Mr. Humphrey as far as
rewarding the poor quality — We have to be careful with that.” Mr. Goodman mentioned, “There
were many lessons learned on the Gisela project, so we built in safeguards for this project.” He
proceeded to list the safeguards and added, “They will have a full-time project manager on the
project.”

Chairman Christensen inquired further about the performance of Action Direct. Mr. Kendrick
responded, “We had a few lessons we learned on the Russell Gulch project.” He then outlined
the issues encountered. Chairman Christensen asked for Mr. Kendrick’s opinion on which
company should be awarded the contract. Mr. Kendrick replied, “I am not sure. I cannot
answer.” Vice-Chairman Cline added that the Board has rarely awarded a contract to any
company that was not the lowest bidder. He stated, “We don’t have to take the lowest
bid...Contractors will know if they mess around, they may not get a project.”

Chairman Christensen asked Joe Albo, Deputy County Attorney-Senior Civil, for some language
to include in the Board’s motion. Mr. Albo replied that the motion could be phrased in different
ways, depending on the Board’s desired outcome. He read aloud the agenda language which
states, “award a contract to the lowest responsive and qualified bidder.” He mentioned, “It does
not appear that Cactus is responsible.” He then provided the Board with options for making a
motion.
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Supervisor Humphrey made a motion for the Board of Supervisors to reject the lowest bid from
Cactus Transport II, LLC dba Cactus Asphalt, and award a contract to the company that
submitted the second lowest bid for this project. Chairman Christensen interjected and rephrased
Supervisor Humphrey’s motion to reject the bid from Cactus Transport II, LLC dba Cactus
Asphalt and award a contract to the second lowest bidder, Direct Action dba Red Point, in the
amount of $1,338,469 plus a 10% owner contingency of $133,847 for a total amount of
$1,472,316. Supervisor Humphrey commented that his revised motion was as stated by
Chairman Christensen. The motion was seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, and it passed
unanimously.

J. Information/Discussion/Action to approve Professional Services Contract No. 070825
with Policy Development Group, Inc. to provide professional lobbyist services for the
period of July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026, for a maximum not-to-exceed compensation
amount of $72,000, inclusive of allowable expenses.

Mr. Menlove stated that on January 5, 2021, the Board awarded a contract to Policy
Development Group, Inc. (PDG) to provide lobbying services on behalf of Gila County at the
Arizona State Legislature. PDG has helped develop the ability for the County to operate the
Pleasant Valley Veterans Retreat through a line item in the State of Arizona’s budget. Mr.
Menlove added that PDG has been working to address the issue of blighted properties in Gila
County.

Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Cline, seconded by Supervisor Humphrey, the Board
unanimously approved Professional Services Contract No. 070825 with PDG, as presented.

K. Information/Discussion/Action to adopt Proclamation No. 2025-08 proclaiming
support of the designation of the L.F. Quinn Memorial Highway.

Mr. Menlove read aloud the Proclamation. He noted that Mr. L.F. Quinn’s picture is on display
in the Gila County Board of Supervisors’ meeting room. Avery Frantz, President of the L.F.
Quinn Memorial Association, brought this proclamation to the County.

Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board
unanimously adopted Proclamation No. 2025-08.

Chairman Christensen asked the other Board members if there were any Consent Agenda items
they wanted moved to the Regular Agenda for discussion. Neither of the Supervisors wanted
any items moved from the Consent Agenda, so Chairman Christensen asked the Board for a
motion on this item.
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ITEM 3 - CONSENT AGENDA ACTION ITEMS: (Any matter on the Consent Agenda
will be removed from the Consent Agenda and discussed and voted upon as a regular
agenda item upon the request of any member of the Board of Supervisors.)

A. Ratification of the Board of Supervisors' approval for County Manager James
Menlove's signature on a Soil Sampling Access Agreement with Freeport-McMoRan
Miami, Inc. for the property that is owned by the State of Arizona, c¢/o Board of
Supervisors: parcel number 206-06-448.

B. Approval of revised Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) No. DI25-002432 between the
Arizona Department of Economic Security and the Gila County Community Services
Division changing the word “annual” ISB (Itemized Service Budget) to “initial” ISB in
Section 8.1.2 of the IGA.

C. Approval of a revised Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) (Contract No. CTR076954)
with the Arizona Department of Health Services to reflect minor verbiage changes on pages
22-24 and 28 of the IGA.

D. Approval of Amendment No. 1 to Contract No. CTR066876-1 (based on Arizona State
Procurement Cooperative Contract No. CTR066876-1) with JE Fuller/Hydrology &
Geomorphology, Inc. for maintenance of the rain gauge flood ALERT system in Gila
County, to renew the contract for the period of September 25, 2025, through July 31, 2026,
on a time and material basis, for an amount not to exceed $95,000.

E. Approval of Amendment No. 4 to Contract No. 031422 with Community Bridges, Inc.
for Pre-Petition Screening and Court-Ordered Evaluation Services, extending the term for
one (1) final one-year term from August 2, 2025, through August 1, 2026, and increasing
the contract amount by $10,000 for a new term total of $150,000.

F. Approval of Amendment No. 2 to Contract No. CTR063770 - Digitizing Permit and
Parcel Files with Iron Mountain, Inc., extending the term of the Contract through

December 31, 2025, for a total contract amount not to exceed $538,197.46.

G. Approval of finance reports/demands/transfers for the reporting period of July 1, 2025,
through July 31, 2025.
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Approve demands and budget amendments for operating transfers. Warrant numbers 337483
through 337565, 337557 through 337717, 337720 through 337769, 337780 through 337848,
337850 through 337881, 337883 through 338054, 338057 through 338125.

Pursuant to A.R.S. §11-217(D), the published minutes shall include all demands and warrants
approved by the Board in excess of one thousand dollars except that multiple demands and
warrants from a single supplier or individual under one thousand dollars whose cumulative total
exceeds one thousand dollars in a single reporting period shall also be published (A listing of
issued warrants and voided warrants is permanently attached to these minutes.)

H. Acknowledgment of the July 2025 monthly report submitted by the Clerk of the
Superior Court's Office.

I. Acknowledgement of the June 2025 monthly report submitted by the Recorder's Office.

J. Acknowledgment of the July 2025 monthly report submitted by the Globe Regional
Justice of the Peace's Office.

K. Acknowledgment of the July 2025 monthly report submitted by the Globe Regional
Constable’s Office.

L. Acknowledgment of the July 2025 monthly report submitted by the Payson Regional
Constable’s Office.

M. Acknowledgment of the Report of County Manager-Approved Contracts Under
$50,000 for the month of July 2025.

Upon motion by Supervisor Humphrey, seconded by Vice-Chairman Cline, the Board
unanimously approved Consent Agenda items 3A through 3M.

ITEM 4 - CALL TO THE PUBLIC: A call to the public is held for public benefit to allow
individuals to address the Board of Supervisors on any issue within the jurisdiction of the
Board of Supervisors. Board members may not discuss items that are not specifically
identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to Arizona Revised Statute § 38-431.01(I), at
the conclusion of an open call to the public, individual members of the Board of
Supervisors may respond to criticism made by those who have addressed the Board, may
ask staff to review a matter or may ask that a matter be put on a future agenda for further
discussion and decision at a future date.
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There were no public comments.

ITEM 5 - At any time during this meeting pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02(K), members of
the Board of Supervisors and the County Manager may present a brief summary of
current events. No action may be taken on the information presented.

Chairman Christensen and Supervisor Humphrey provided a summary of current events.

With no further business to come before the Board of Supervisors, Chairman Christensen
adjourned the meeting at 11:17 a.m.

APPROVED:

Stephen Christensen, Chairman

ATTEST:

Charlotte Asrarynezami, Clerk of the Board

Page 10 of 10



